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Dear Camberwell High School Parents/Guardians 
 

Parent Payments for 2026 
 

Camberwell High School is proud to offer a rich and enhanced educational experience that goes 
well beyond the standard Victorian Curriculum. These opportunities are made possible through 
the generous support of our parent community. 
 

Curriculum and Other Contributions from our parent community are vital components of the 
funding needed to support the delivery of these outcomes. All State schools provide students with 
free instruction to fulfil the standard Victorian Curriculum and we want to assure you that all 
contributions are voluntary, but much needed and very well utilised. 
 

The ongoing support of our families ensures that we can offer the best possible education and 
wellbeing support for our students. We want to thank our families for all the support they give us 
and the additional revenue which is raised through our parent payments, facilities hire, Uniform 
Shop sales and International Student Program.  
 

Within our school this support has allowed us to provide: 

• Wellbeing Counsellors, a fully equipped and staffed first aid room 

• a wider selection of elective subjects and VCE offerings 

• a broad range of co-curricular activities across all year levels including a widely acclaimed 
instrumental music program 

• multiple clubs such as African Drumming, Product Design, English Tutoring, Lunch time 
Sports, Chess, Rocket and Homework Club operating at lunch times, before and after 
school  

• a uniform shop on site 

• installation and ongoing maintenance to our FIFA approved soccer field  

• a large team of IT technicians providing onsite support 

• a range of student-led events including Talent Quest and Battle of the Bands 

• facilities upgrade including Building A and D with the creation of home bases for Years 7,8 
and 11 

• major repairs to the sports hall roof and total replacement of the sports hall floor   

• major repairs to the roof and the installation of a new heating system in the Arts & 
Technology building 
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• completion of the extensive A Building windows and toilets renovation

• Launch and LEEP programs

Looking ahead, with your continued support, we aim to: 

• Increase the provision of air conditioning in classrooms

• Increase the provision of IT facilities in the classroom

• Further upgrade the tennis courts and sports oval

School Council has made a considerable effort to ensure that our payments are fair and provide 
options to support families. Please contact Terumi Sathananthan, Business Manager on 9836 0555 
if you have any questions regarding the process or payments or if you need financial assistance. 

We seek your cooperation with our Parent Payments by Thursday 4th December 2025. 

Thank you once again for your understanding and for recognising the value these contributions bring 
to our students and school community. 

Yours sincerely 

ELLIE MCDOUGALL KATRINA WHELEN  
PRINCIPAL SCHOOL COUNCIL PRESIDENT



  

PARENT PAYMENTS POLICY  
ONE PAGE OVERVIEW 

 

FREE INSTRUCTION 
• Schools provide students with free instruction and ensure students have free access 

to all items, activities and services that are used by the school to fulfil the 
requirements of the Curriculum. This includes the Victorian Curriculum F-10, the 
Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) including the VCE Vocational Major and the 
Victorian Pathways Certificate. 

• Schools may invite parents to make a financial contribution to support the school. 

 

 

PARENT PAYMENT REQUESTS 
Schools can request contributions from parents under three categories:  

Curriculum Contributions 

Voluntary financial 
contributions for 
curriculum items and 
activities which the school 
deems necessary for 
students to learn the 
Curriculum. 

Other  
Contributions 

Voluntary financial 
contributions for non-
curriculum items and 
activities that relate to the 
school’s functions and 
objectives. 

Extra-Curricular Items and 
Activities 

Items and activities that 
enhance or broaden the 
schooling experience of 
students and are above 
and beyond what the 
school provides for free to 
deliver the Curriculum. 
These are provided on a 
user-pays basis. 

• Schools may also invite parents to supply or purchase educational items to use and 
own (e.g. textbooks, stationery, digital devices). 

 

 

FINANCIAL HELP FOR FAMILIES 
• Schools put in place financial hardship arrangements to support families who cannot 

pay for items or activities so that their child doesn’t miss out. 

• Schools have a nominated parent payment contact person(s) that parents can have a 
confidential discussion with regarding financial hardship arrangements. 

 

 

SCHOOL PROCESSES 
• Schools must obtain school council approval for their parent payment arrangements 

and publish all requests and communications for each year level on their school 
website for transparency. 

 



 

 

 

2026 YEAR 7  

Please complete the payment online through Compass. 
 

Curriculum Contributions - Items and activities that students use, or participate in, to 
access the Curriculum 

Amount 

Yr. 7 Materials & Equipment (English & Humanities Workbooks & Science & Visual Arts 
Materials & Projects) 

$200 

Maths Online Subscriptions – mangahigh $20 

Student ID card  $15 

Student printing $60 

Student locks & Locker Maintenance $35 

Integrated Learning – Learning to Learn program, French/Chinese incursion, Imax excursion, 
Melbourne Zoo excursion 

$170 

Term Sport – Tennis or Hockey per term – hire of venue $70 

Term Sport - Swimming (Term 1 only) $100 

 
Other Contributions – for non-curriculum items and activities 
 

Amount 

Student Program Contribution  
Ensures the continued delivery of our well-rounded curriculum, IT support, third-party 
software, welfare and careers counsellors, the purchase of class materials, science 
equipment, sports equipment, student-led events such as House competitions, a wide range 
of clubs, peer support program, communication tools, School Sports Victoria affiliation and 
first aid consumables. 

$570 

Grounds Improvement Contribution  $80 

Tax Deductible contributions  
Suggested 
Contributions 

Building Fund  
A tax-deductible contribution to support renovations, upgrades, and maintenance of school 
infrastructure. Donations will offer much needed support to current and future generation of 
students at CHS. 
Option 1. 
Option 2. 
Option 3. 

 
 
 
 

$200 
$300 
$400 

Library  
A tax-deductible contribution to support book purchases and other equipment that sustain 
the library as a valuable resource. Library Fund donations will help us fund ongoing library 
redevelopment projects. 
Option 1. 
Option 2. 
Option 3. 

 
 
 
 
 

$100 
$200 
$300 

Total Amount $ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Educational items for students to own.  

A list of items that the school recommends you purchase from Campion Education for your child to individually own 
and use will be provided through Compass in October/November 2025. 

Extra-Curricular Items and Activities 

Camberwell High School offers a range of items and activities that enhance or broaden the schooling experience of 
students and are above and beyond what the school provides in order to deliver the Curriculum. These are 
provided on a user-pays basis. 

These payments can be made through Compass. 

Extra-Curricular Items and Activities 
Amount 

Purchase 
(Please tick) 

Prospice Magazine – hardcopy 
                                      softcopy 

$40 
$20 

 

Yr. 7 LEEP Program (Learning Enrichment and Extension Program) – Selected 
Students only 

$250  

Instrumental Music Program – MUSIC TUITION 
To be paid by students in Y7-10 and those VCE students not electing to undertake VCE Performance as a 
mainstream subject.  

$520  

Instrumental Music Program – MUSIC TUITION 2ND INSTRUMENT 
To be paid by students having lessons at school on a second instrument (i.e. having two lessons each week). 
This fee would be in addition to the $520 first instrument tuition charge. 

$390  

Instrumental Music Program – INSTRUMENT HIRE 
To be paid only by students hiring an instrument from Camberwell High School.  Insured by the hirer.  

$400  

Instrumental Music Program – ENSEMBLE 
To be paid only by students who are participating in CHS but having lessons on their instrument from an 
external teacher. 

$300  

Instrumental Music Program – PERCUSSION 
To be paid by all percussion students, in addition to Music tuition fees, to cover use of CHS percussion, and 
the maintenance and insurance of school owned percussion  

$260  

Camps and Excursions to be scheduled  TBA 2025  

Total Extra-curricular items and Activities  $ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Financial Support for Families 

Camberwell High School understands that some families may experience financial difficulty and offers a range of 
support options, including: 

• Instalments 

• the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund  

• State Schools Relief 

• Boroondara Chances Scholarship 

• School Welfare 

• Secondhand book sale 

• Secondhand uniform 

• External – Camcare Camberwell 

• External – Anglicare Victoria 

• External – Salvation Army Camberwell 

For a confidential discussion about accessing these services, or if you would like to discuss alternative payment 
arrangements please contact Terumi Sathananthan, Business Manager on 03 9836 0555 or 
Terumi.Sathananthan@education.vic.gov.au  

To read further regarding the Department’s Financial Help for Families Policy see 
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/financial-help-families/policy 

 

Total  

Category Amount 

Curriculum Contributions $ 

Other Contributions $ 

Extra-Curricular Items and Activities $ 

 

Swimming and Athletics Carnival 

The payment for the swimming and athletics carnival is NOT included in curriculum contributions. This will be made 
available for payment on Compass as an event. 

Instrumental Music Payments 

Payments for instrumental music will be made available on Compass after the music try out night. 

Payment Methods 

2026 Course Confirmation is completed using Compass Course Confirmation. These are accessed via the 
Organisation tab and Course Confirmation/Payments selection.  
 
 
 

 

If payments are to be made with cash or card please contact the Administration Office on 9836 0555. 

 

Curriculum contributions 
 
  

Opens for payment in Compass on 31st 
October 2025   

mailto:Terumi.Sathananthan@education.vic.gov.au
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/financial-help-families/policy


 

 

 

 

 

 

Refunds 

Applications for refunds must be forwarded by the parent/guardian in writing to the school’s Administration Office.  
After consideration of the guidelines listed above, the following refund criteria will be applicable to all refunds.   

Additional considerations are applicable in some instances, such as fees paid for Instrumental Music and items 
purchased by the school and provided to students which are of a non-returnable nature, camps, excursions and 
various optional activities, where the school is unable to claim a refund from the supplier or re-use the item or 
service provided. 

• Refunds for exiting students: 

Refund applications received for students exiting 
during and up to the last school day of Term 1 

75% of annual charge will be calculated after all 
deductions have been taken into account 

Refund applications received for students exiting 
during and up to the last school day of Term 2 

50% of annual charge will be calculated after all 
deductions have been taken into account 

Refund applications received for students exiting 
during and up to the last school day of Term 3 

25% of annual charge will be calculated after all 
deductions have been taken into account 

Refund applications received for students exiting 
during and up to the last day of Term 4 

No refund is applicable 

 

 

• Camps, Excursions and other activities 

o Where a camp, excursion or other activity is cancelled by the school after payments have been made by 
families, a full refund will be applicable. 

o Where attendance at a camp, excursion or other activity is cancelled by the Parent or Guardian after 
payments have been made by families, the School will determine the amount of refund after all school 
costs are covered.  

• Tax Deductible Donations 
Tax deductible donations are unable to be refunded once an official tax-deductible receipt has been issued. 

• Instrumental Music 
Where a family has requested a refund for any part of the Instrumental Music Levy, consideration will first be 
given to the costs incurred by the School in planning and arranging Instrumental Music Instruction and the cost 
of any non-returnable items provided to the student.  
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